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ceding Saturday night a ship which put in here had left that fleet off
Guadalupe, although at the best it might be further on its way, but
not much. That the whole fleet was not sighted might be because
the rest of its ships were further out. The ship which passed Coamo
on Wednesday I take to belong with the seven, and suppose that for
their purposes they were to rendezvous at La Mona since it is a small
place from which warning cannot be sent to these islands.

This fleet must have been driven into Port Vargas by necessity
(to repair the ship) since that is a dead port. It is evident the ships
put in for no other purpose because when a flag was displayed on
shore and a light shown they would not land nor await refreshment,
as corsairs do and those who come to barter. Instead, as soon as the
ship had been repaired they departed, as I have said.

God protect Santo Domingo and Havana, and preserve us our-
selves because from the indications, here reported, I am convinced
that this is a very strong fleet and intends to locate a site for an
establishment... (p. 8) ...

... Puerto Rico, the fortress, July 30, 1583.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's humble servant kisses Your Catholic Royal
Majesty's feet.

Diego Men&ndez de Valdes (Rubric)

Document No. 21
[Captain Juan Melgarejo2 to the Crown, San Juan de
Puerto, July 30, 1583]
(P- 0                                      t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
. . . On the 22nd of this month seven ships arrived at Port Bargas
on this coast, of which five were heavy galleons and two were
shallops. They spoke to the people of San German, said that they were
English driven up from Brazil, and that they sought a river mouth
with water sufficient to allow them to overhaul their vessels and
1 A. deL* 147-6-5, Indiferente General 1887. ipliego, original.
* Presently high sheriff in Santo Domingo. Gf. Documents Nos. 12 and 56 post.